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Unnoticed by many psychologists, psychology is taught at many schools in many European
countries, though it is not yet a mainstream subject like biology or philosophy, and in some
countries psychology does not yet have the same status at secondary level as other science
subjects. Students have a great interest in psychology and they ought to have access to
qualified lessons everywhere– there is no better means to raise psychological literacy ( a
declared aim of EFPA) throughout Europe.
This presentation will give an overview on the available information on this topic based on
the research projects of the European Federation of Psychology Teachers’ Associations
(EFPTA): where psychology is taught, the main domains, the situation of initial teacher
education and continuing professional development, findings on course design and on
students´ appraisal of the subject.
EFPTA´s findings show that - although there are differences in these aspects, also due to
different regulations in educational systems - there is neverless significant common ground in
curriculum content and to the extend to which secondary students value psychology.
One of the findings that causes concern is the situation regarding initial teacher training, the
inconsistancy of access to initial teacher education in psychology. This aspect needs to be
addressed both in access to and quality of teacher education.
Teaching the subject at secondary level provides access to sound basic knowledge of
psychology for a considerable population and this increase in psychological literacy can play
a key role in developing important transferable skills and life competences in secondary
school students. Training programmes offered at many schools (e.g. learning skills,
mentoring in conflicts) that are in large parts based on psycholocigal findings without ever
referring to this fact, can thus be connected to the underlying psychological concepts.

