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Introduction and Objectives:
Migration to and within Europe has reached a new scale of change that will have – and is already having –
the impact of an anthropological transformation on European societies: The dimension and enrooting of
new cultural groups fostered by the migration flows will have an impact on the native groups’ cultural
identity. Current policies have not been designed to address such a new scenario. We are more and more
aware of how current forms of integration show some limitations in building multi-ethnic societies. This
feeds feelings of anxiety, injustice, anger, anomy, persecution, rigidity in the way of thinking, negative and
defensive attitude towards others, loss of perspectives for the future. The growing disaffection towards
political systems, localism, xenophobia, racial crimes spreading all around Europe are symptoms of the
psycho-social impacts that the demographic changes are having on local communities and through them on
European societies. Psychology, as with other social sciences, has the responsibility to contribute to
rethinking policy in the field of migration and social cohesion. In that context, an irreplaceable role is that of
academic training. Activities in the education of psychologists should promote and incentivise curricula and
other educational initiatives focussing on migration phenomena. The contributions to this symposium will
discuss measures designed to provide psychology students and professionals with the knowledge,
competences, skills, and instruments required for interpreting the psycho-social issues related to the
migration dynamics as well as to design, implement and evaluate interventions and policies in the field.
Currently, several EFPA working groups are working on issues in the field of migration in and to Europe and

the role of psychology in facing the challenges related to it. The contributors will present the views of the
following EFPA groups: Board of Human Rights and Psychology, TF Cultural and Ethnic Diversity, Working
Group on Refugees, European Awarding Committee Europsy, and Board of Educational Affairs.

Abstracts of presentations:

Human Rights Education for Psychologists
Artemis Giotsa, Polli Hagenaars (EFPA Board Human Rights and Psychology)
Human Rights of migrants and other minorities are often violated. Psychologists play an important role in
offering psychological support to victims of violations and their communities, and also in the promotion
and prevention of such violations. Elements of human rights education for both psychology students and
practicing psychologists will be discussed.

Curriculum Components of Cultural and Ethnic Diversity at B.A. levels
Ulrike de Ponte (EFPA TF Cultural and Ethnic Diversity)
European psychologists meet new challenges that are culturally driven and shaped. It became obvious that
most of the psychologists feel themselves insufficiently prepared for these challenges. EFPA Task Force
Cultural and Ethnic Diversity (CED) will present a tentative draft of curriculum components for B.A. study
programmes.

EuroPsy Competences for culturally diverse practice in psychology
Ingrid Lunt (EFPA European Awarding Committee EuroPsy)
The EuroPsy system is underpinned by the notion of competence for independent practice and the
development and assessment of competences through supervised practice. These competences are
generic, and considered fundamental to the integrity of professional psychology. This presentation will
consider how far it is possible to develop a wider range of competencies to meet the needs of an
increasingly diverse client group.

Non-Western immigration into the Western psychological system: Challenges and chances
Ulrich Wagner (EFPA Working Group on Refugees)
Psychology focusses on Western individuals. The transfer of Western psychological concepts on nonwestern individuals is questionable. For the curriculum this implies to offer trainings in intercultural
awareness and competences as well as in (methodological) competencies for assessing the intercultural
(non-)applicability of Western concepts.

